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closures, however unworthy of him they may be, may 
prove to be a step toward the breaking up and discontin- 
uance forever of all such alliances. Europe can never be 
delivered from her burdens and come to real prosperity 
and peace until a new spirit pervades her international 
relations, a spirit which will act in an open, honest and 
straightforward way, and abandon forever the crooked 
and lying methods of " back stairs " diplomacy. 

So far as these disclosures concern Bismarck himself, 
they throw great discredit upon both his patriotism and 
his morality. They indicate that in his view Germany 
is only another way of spelling Bismarck, and that he 
cares after all very little into what sort of an embarrass- 
ment his country may be brought provided he can keep 
himself the biggest object before the eyes of the public. 
He must have known, unless age has put his mind into 
dotage, that only embarrassment could come to his coun- 
try from the revelations, and possibly the alienation of 
both Austria and Italy, whose alliance with German}' 
had been his own work. But his cool, calculating self- 
interest in this direction, which has but little of the 
elements of true patriotism in it, is quite matched by the 
heartless lack of conscience shown by his conduct in 
making such a secret treaty in the first place. Whatever 
excuse may be offered for his conduct drawn from the 
nature of the Triple Alliance and that of the secret 
treaty with Russia, yet his proceeding in the matter was 
essentially deceitful and intended to mislead. Nothing 
could have induced him, when in power, to let Austria 
know that he was flirting with Russia. 

But in these matters Bismarck has been neither worse 
nor better than the usual European statesman. Any 
minister of state in Austria, Italy or France would, under 
the same circumstances, probably have done as he has 
done, if he had had the brains and personal force of 
character to do it. Europe needs not only a new order 
of internationalism to which all sorts of alliances grow- 
ing out of hate and distrust and national pride are impos- 
sible, but it needs more still a new order of statesmen 
to create and support the new internationalism. The man 
of "blood and iron" and calculating selfishness in 
Europe cannot too soon give way to the man of con- 
science and love, in whom all dark, " back stairs " meth- 
ods shall have been replaced by an open, front-door 
diplomacy which would soon create an international trust 
that would remove all occasion for triple or dual or any 
other sort of war alliances. If Europe is a long way 
from such a type of statesmen, then she is a long way 
from rest and peace. 

We are sorry that the state of things made known by 
Bismarck's disclosures could not have been probed to the 
bottom. The Reichstag ought to have pushed the inter- 
pellation and made the government tell all that it knows. 
The policy of concealment will keep Germany in an 



awkward position for a long time. The German people 
have a right to know, and they ought to insist on know- 
ing, what is done in the diplomatic closet, when this in- 
volves seriously their own personal and national interests 
and honor. This is the age of the people, and they must 
take the foreign as well as domestic affairs of their coun- 
tries more and more into their own hands, Bismarck's 
great service to his country is not to be denied, but the 
days of Bismarckian internationalism have gone by. 

EDITORIAL NOTES. 



We send our warmest holiday greetings and best 
wishes to all the friends of peace, on this side of the 
Atlantic and the other, to whom this paper may come. 
Thoughts of peace and feelings of goodwill are naturally 
inspired by the return of the Christmas season with its 
holy memories. What the world needs above all things 
for the establishment of peace is right thought, ri»ht sen- 
timent, right purpose, of man to man, of people to people. 
When these are firmly rooted in men's natures, all else 
follows naturally and in due time. But if men and 
nations will not obey the law of love and think and feel 
rightly about one another, all their policies and measures 
of reform and improvement are empty imaginings. Let 
the Christmas festival deepen in all our hearts those 
feelings of brotherly love for all men of all lands out of 
which the peace movement sprang and from which it 
draws its strength and its hope. We shall thus be better 
friends of peace and braver and more hopeful workers for 
the concord of the world. 



The annual Thanksgiving season is over. There have 
been many things during the year for which all thought- 
ful citizens have found it their duty and their joy to give 
thanks to Almighty God. The blessings of his love, his 
daily goodness, his abundant grace, have been continued 
with undiminished fulness to the minds and hearts of all 
the people without regard to their material condition. 
This is, after all, every year the chief reason for thanks- 
giving, that the divine sources of spiritual well being are 
never closed to any. In this blessing poor and rich alike 
may rejoice and give thanks. For he who has the oppor- 
tunity of a character made of God has the best opportun- 
ity that any human being can have, in this world or any 
other. This is the summum bonum of life. In material 
blessings also the country has not been half so poor as 
many have gloomily imagined. There has been depression 
and uncertainty and great mental anxiety, but of actual 
suffering for food and clothing there has been very little. 
There has been greatly lessened opportunity to make 
money, but that is not by a long way the greatest mis. 
fortune that can come to a country. Among the chief 
causes of gratitude has been the fact that our nation in 
spite of disturbed relations with Great Britain, in spite of 
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some threat of rupture with Spain, in spite of the clamor 
for interference in Turkey, has been kept in peace with 
all the nations of the earth, and has thus been held true to 
its world mission. In its internal relations also there has 
been cause for sincere thanks. It is doubtful whether 
ever in our history has a political campaign, of such pro- 
found interest and widespread activity, been conducted 
on such a high plane of mutual respect and brotherly for- 
bearance as the one just closed, especially on the part of 
the leading participants. With revival of business, with 
peace largely prevailing within our borders and without 
toward the world, with the spiritual blessings of God 
always within our reach, with ever increasing opportuni- 
ties for doing good to all men, we shall be a very un- 
worthy people if we are not a thankful people. 



hands of the Hon. John W. Foster the Department would 
be administered on the highest plane of intelligence, honor 
and fairness, and with a patient considerateness of spirit 
in harmony with the great mission of the American people 
among the nations of the earth. 



We may be assured that the newly elected President of 
the United States will keep up the traditional policy of 
this country of maintaining just and peaceful relations 
with all foreign nations. When asked, immediately after 
his election, by a correspondent of the London Telegraph, 
to send a message to England, he replied in substance: 
" Not directly from me ; but you may say that no words 
will better express my feelings toward England than 'peace 
on earth, good- will to men.' " This sentiment is entirely in 
keeping with the distinguished President-elect's Christian 
character. Its utterance was hardly needed to give assur- 
ance that whatever shall lie in his power will be done to 
promote a truer friendship and closer union of interest be- 
tween this country and Great Britain. We very much hope 
that before the 4th of March the projected permanent treaty 
of arbitration between the two countries may be completed 
by Mr. Olney and Lord Salisbury and ratified by the 
Senate. But the negotiations on so important a subject 
are necessarily slow, and if for any reason the treaty shall 
not already be in operation when Mr. McKinley is inaug- 
urated, it is a source of great satisfaction to the many 
friends of the new internationalism to know that the in- 
coming administration will represent the best spirit of the 
times on this subject. We have no means of guessing 
who will be placed at the head of the State Department. 
He ought to be a trained statesman and diplomat, thor- 
oughly versed in the political life and history of our own 
country, and acquainted by actual experience with the 
sort of questions with which the State Department has to 
deal. It is the last of all the government positions to be 
put into the hands of a novice. There are several Re- 
publicans in the nation who would fill the position ably 
and successfully. To our thinking, however, there is one 
man who, by reason of bis ability, his political and diplo- 
matic training, the honor in which he is held at home and 
the confidence which his appointment would inspire abroad, 
is marked out as the fittest of our statesmen for the posi- 
tion of Secretary of State in the new Cabinet. In the 



The Institute of International Law held its annual meet- 
ing this year at Venice. The chief subject of discussion 
was that of nationality. Last year at Cambridge the In- 
stitute adopted five principles : 1 . No one should be 
without a nationality ; 2. No one should have two na- 
tionalities ; 3. Every one should be able to .change his 
nationality ; 4. To change nationality a simple declara- 
tion should not suffice ; 5. The nationality of origin 
should not be indefinitely transmissable from generation 
to generation on foreign soil. The fifth of these princi- 
ples, which gave rise to a very animated discussion, was 
modified by the adoption of a right of option for the na- 
tionality of origin in favor of children born of a foreign 
father without distinction ; that is, the offspring of for- 
eign residents may claim their parents nationality for any 
number of generations. The present French law provides 
that the child born on the territory of any state of a fa- 
ther who was himself born there belongs, ipso facto, to 
that state, without option. The English law provides 
that children belong to the country in which they are born, 
with a statutory exception in favor of children born 
abroad to the second generation only. Germany applies 
the law of origin from generation to generation without 
limit. This subject, which is somewhat dry to ordinary 
readers, is constantly growing in importance, on account 
of the increasing residence abroad of citizens of all 
countries, and the time is not far distant when the nations 
will have to adopt a uniform practice in the matter. 



The Mbnatliche Friedens- Correspondent, organ of the 
National German Peace Society, contains in its Novem- 
ber number, in addition to a full report of the Buda-Pesth 
Peace Congress and the Interparliamentary Conference, 
quotations from no less than thirty newspapers of Austria 
and Germany in which comment is made on the Congress 
and its proceedings. In these quotations many of the 
leading cities of Austria and Germany are represented, 
Berlin, Vienna, Buda-Pesth, Cologne, Frankfurt, Dres- 
den, Leipzig, Munich, etc. Some of them speak seriously 
and approvingly of the Peace Congress and the noble end 
which it is pursuing. Others, as was to have been ex- 
pected, speak with thorough contempt of the " Friedens- 
schwarmer" (peace-lunatics), and some of them, like 
Homer's gods, indulge in " inextinguishable laughter" at 
the very idea of peace, which seems never to have got 
into these editors' heads before. We remember once to 
have attended a meeting of the Salvation Army in Paris. 
Three young Frenchmen, evidently attending for the first 
time, came in and took seats near the front. At first they 
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looked sober though somewhat curious. When the gospel 
songs began, a droll smile spread over their faces. 
When the " Salutistes" began to talk in their peculiar 
way about salvation and living a godly life, the faces of 
the three young men became all furrowed with laughter, 
their sides fairly shook with mirth, they wiped the tears 
from their eyes, they stuffed their handkerchiefs into their 
mouths to keep from roaring. But they stuck to it till the 
novelty of the thing wore off and then they grew more 
sober. It is not to be wondered at that these German 
editors, on first hearing of peace in its real significance, 
should find their state of mind like that of these young 
Frenchmen. It is a sign of progress that they wrote of 
the subject at all. They will do better next year when 
the Peace Congress meets in Hamburg. The German 
mind is peculiarly susceptible to noble ideas like that of 
peace. The peace cause has made no more rapid progress 
in any country than in Germany, though of recent origin 
there. When they think it over and discover what peace 
really means, some of these laughing editors will become 
its foremost champions, real "generals of peace," as they 
now mirthfully call the Baroness Von Suttner. 

We congratulate Mr. A. H. Fried, the editor of the 
Friedens- Correspondenz, on the splendid Peace- Congress 
number of the paper, and the excellent work which the 
Deutsche Friedensgesellschqft is doing in the promotion of 
our common cause. 



Mr. E. T. Moneta, one of the truest and ablest friends 
of peace in Europe, has just retired from the editorship of 
II Secolo, Milan, Italy, which he has held for thirty years. 
II Secolo is one of the most widely circulated jand read 
newspapers in Italy, and has been most influential in de- 
veloping the peace movement there. Mr. Moneta has 
given much time and labor to the peace 'propaganda, be- 
sides his editorial service to the cause. He is one of the 
best known figures in the peace congresses, a member of 
the commission of the Peace Bureau, and has done much 
arduous work in giving public addresses and assisting to 
organize local peace societies in various parts of Italy. 
He has found it impossible to remain the editor-in-chief 
of the paper and at the same time meet the increasing 
demands made upon his time by the peace cause and kin- 
dred subjects. We should greatly regret his retirement 
from the direction of the paper, were we not assured that 
it will continue to give special attention to the peace 
cause, of which it has made itself the recognized leader 
amoDg the press of Italy, and perhaps of Europe. Mr. 
Moneta will hereafter be an associate on the editorial 
staff of the journal and a member of the administrative 
board. His successor in the editorship is Mr. Charles 
Romussi. 



ley wrote the following as to the state of feeling among 
the people of Great Britain toward the King for having 
brought on the war : 

" I aver from my own personal knowledge, from the 
testimony of my own eyes and ears, that there cannot be 
a more notorious falsehood, than has been palmed upon 
them for truth. I aver, that in every part of England 
where I have been (and I have been East, West, North 
and South within these two years) trade in general is 
exceedingly decayed, and thousands of people are quite 
unemployed. Some I know to have perished for want of 
bread ; others, I have seen creeping up and down like 
walking shadows. I except three or four manufacturing 
towns, which have suffered less than others. 

" I aver that the people in general, all over the nation, 
are so far from being well satisfied that they are far more 
deeply dissatisfied than they appear to have been, even 
a year or two before the Great Rebellion, and far more 
dangerously dissatisfied. The bulk of the people in 
every city, town and village where I have been, do not 
so much aim at the ministry, as they usually did in the 
last century, but at the King himself. He is the object 
of their anger, contempt and malice. They heartily de- 
spise His Majesty ; and hate him with a perfect hatred. 
They wish to imbrue their hands in his blood ; they are 
full of the spirit of murder and rebellion, and I am per- 
suaded, should any occasion offer, thousands would be 
ready to act what they now speak. It is as much as ever 
I can do, and sometimes more than I can do, to keep 
this plague from infecting my own friends. And nine- 
teen of twenty to whom I speak in defence of the King, 
seem never to have heard a word spoken for him before. 
I marvel what wretches they are who abuse the credulity 
of the ministry, by those florid accounts." 



In the early days of the Revolutionary War John Wes- 



In his preface to the recent Norwegian edition of " Pax 
Mundi," Bjornstjerne Bjornson, the distinguished poet 
and novelist, says : " We once hoped that the science of 
war and its ever increasing inventions would make war im- 
possible. War was to die of its own overgrowth. But 
this did not come true. Wars became of briefer duration, 
that was all. In this briefer time, an unheard of number 
of men were slaughtered. The fear of it was greater than 
ever. 

War as well as peace has its ground in men's minds. 
War will not disappear until war thoughts are done away 
with. In instruction in history in all schools war is 
still taught aDd honored. It is likewise inculcated by the 
national songs at our festivals. Preachers consecrate 
war standards. They bless armies and the leaders of 
armies. Women are enchanted by the uniforms, the 
music, the parade, the knightly bearing of the soldiers. 
With great skilfulness is the war beast decked out so as 
to attract and lead people astray. 

If only the twentieth part of the ' science ' now con- 
secrated to the ' pomp and circumstance of war ' were de- 
voted to implanting thoughts of peace in the minds of 
mothers and children, this twentieth part would bring more 
blessing to the home than all the war sciences together. 
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War would soon be dealt with as a beast of prey from the 
forest when it comes forth to devour ; people surround it 
and kill it." 



of the essential brutality of football as now played, and 
its incompatibility with good mental work. 



Mr. Henry Brice, secretary of the Exeter (England) 
branch of the International Arbitration Association has 
sent us the following resolution, passed at a recent meet- 
ing which was addressed by Mr. Hodgson Pratt. We 
take great pleasure in giving the resolution a place in our 
columns. 

" Eesolved, that this meeting hereby declare its pro- 
found satisfaction at the progress made by the friends of 
International Justice and Peace in Great Britain and the 
United States towards the establishment of a permanent 
system for the settlement of all disputes between the two 
kindred peoples ; 

And that this resolution be communicated to the Secre- 
taries of State of both nations and to the peace societies 
of the United States." 



The Ellis County Mirror, Waxahachie, Texas, gives 
Dr. George T. Winston, the newly elected president of 
the University of Texas, a sound editorial thrashing for 
the following extraordinary passage in his recent inaugu- 
ral address : 

" Football is a rough game, but it develops manhood. 
It sometimes breaks limbs, but a broken limb is not a 
great evil. The willingness to break limbs, when need 
be, marks a man. The Englishman will give up his life 
in defense of more things than any other man on the 
globe. The result is that he enjoys more liberty, more 
privileges and a higher civilization. A true man esteems 
many things more highly than life or limb. Let us emu- 
late this spirit, even in our games. We would not win a 
game by foul means, but we will go in with the spirit to 
win, if need be, at the sacrifice of a limb. We should 
have at least ten football teams in the university. Every 
afternoon should see over one hundred men engaged in this 
manly sport." 

We commend this passage to Dr. Eliot. The presi- 
dent of Harvard might not be able to instruct his Texas 
confrere in the proper use of good, clear, Anglo-Saxon 
English, but he might possibly afford him some improve- 
ment in ideas. It is not unlikely that, if President Wins- 
ton's suggestion is carried out loyally by the Texas boys, 
the University over which he presides may come soon to be 
known as the Broken-Legged University. Ten football 
teams playing every afternoon would make a lively seat 
of learning! If the fellows down there "go in" with 
anything like the vigor with which their president makes 
his recommendation, as the boys would do up here in 
Yankeedom, they may expect to average about one broken 
leg a day, to judge from the statistics of accident in foot- 
ball playing. At the end of a year of such developing 
of manhood, the University hospital and empty class- 
rooms might possibly give Dr. Winston a mild impression 



The United States army is the most expensive in the 
world for its size. The New York Sun thus summarizes 
its cost : 

" The United States army, limited by law since June, 
1874, to 25,000 men, forms a very modest land force 
when compared with the prodigious armies of European 
countries, yet its maintenance costs more than $50,000,- 
000 a year and the treasury estimates for next year will 
entail a larger appropriation for army purposes, if 
adopted, than in any previous year since 1870, when with 
Indian wars on the frontier and the army doing police as 
. well as military duty in the South, the total expenses of 
it were $57,000,000. The United States army at the 
present time consists, roughly of 14,000 infantry, 6,500, 
cavalry and 4,500 artillerymen and engineers, the officers 
of each service being included. The United States own 
and are put to no expense for the rental of the various 
forts, barracks, and encampments required for military 
purposes. The pay of the soldiers is not on a scale of 
extravagance and Congress is more frugal than liberal as 
a rule with army appropriations. 

What will become of the $52,000,000 asked for this 
year; what has become of $51,000,000 expended for 
army purposes last year ? A very little examination will 
show just what becomes of the money. First is the item 
of pay which requires $13,500,000. Next comes the item 
of sustenance, which is $1,600,000; next, clothing for 
the troops, $1,100,000; then the ordinance department, 
$1,100,000 ; then medical supplies $140,000 ; cavalry and 
artillery horses, $130,000; arsenals $130,000, and quar- 
termasters' supplies with other miscellaneous expenses, 
$3,000,000. For the maintenance of military posts, 
parks, hospitals, and cemeteries $4,000,000 was required. 
The West Point Academy for the training of future offi- 
cers cost $500,000. The transportation of troops is put 
down at $2,500,000 and the expenses of the War Depart- 
ment at Washington at $100,000. All these and many 
items besides bring up the expense of the American army 
to more than $50,000,000 in a year." 



Mr. Hodgson Pratt is spending some weeks in Paris 
with a view of trying to remove misunderstandings 
between Great Britain and France and bring the two 
nations into more cordial relations to each other. No 
man in England is better fitted by experience and right 
ideas to undertake such a task as this than Mr. Pratt. 
He is universally respected and trusted wherever he is 
known in France, and we hope that he may have great 
success in the service to which his noble spirit leads him. 
While he is working south of the channel, a hundred men 
of like spirit ought to be at work north of it. It is very 
difficult for the French and the English to understand 
each other. How seriously have they ever tried to do so ? 



It is difficult to find out anything definite about the 
situation in Cuba, so rigid is the government censorship 
of the press. Gen. Weyler left Havana, went into the 
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Rubi Hills, had engagements of some sort with the insur- 
gents, failed to entrap Maceo, and came back to Havana, 
where many wounded Spanish officers and men have been 
arriving. He has now taken the field again, but his plans 
are not revealed. There have been reports of disagree- 
ment among the insurgent leaders, but they are probably 
without foundation. Consul-General Lee, who has re- 
turned to this country, has made his report to the Presi- 
dent, recommending, it is said, the recognition by the 
United States of Cuban independence. This rumor has 
increased indignation in Spain against the United States. 
President Cleveland continues faithfully to maintain the 
policy of neutrality to which this country is bound by the 
law of nations. Spain is evidently at the end of her 
wits about the insurrection. Women are selling their 
jewels in order to provide the government with money, 
which it has succeeded with great difficulty in getting in 
sufficient quantities to meet present demands. The 
wretched war has gone on now for nearly two years. It 
seems that it must close soon from sheer exhaustion, but 
no one can tell when it will end. The passion of hate is 
not only tenacious but fertile in inventions. 



Secretary of War Lamont has just made his annual report. 
The expenditures of the department for the year ended 
June 30 last were $51,803,298.62. The appropriations 
for the current year are $54,044,244.20. The number of 
enlisted men on October 31 was 25,426. He again rec- 
ommends the reorganization of the infantry on the three 
battalion regiment plan. He claims that there is pressing 
need for more artillerists to man the new batteries in the 
defensive works. The health of the troops has been ex- 
ceptionally good, that of the cadets at West Point excep- 
tionally bad on occount of the use of unfiltered water. 
Officers of the army have given instruction in 106 schools 
and^ colleges during the year. 9760 students have at- 
tended the infantry drills, and 1376 the artillery. The 
system has made steady progress, he reports. The gen- 
eral government ought to make appropriations to put the 
national guard on a better footing. The guard now num- 
bers 111,887 men. The development of the sea coast 
defences is going steadily forward. Work has progressed 
during the year on the battlefield parks at Chattanooga, 
Gettysburg, Suiloh and Antietam. 

The Behring Sea claims commission is sitting at Victo- 
ria, B. C. The British claims for damages have all been 
filed before it and are now being examined. 



There is still time for ministers to get literature for 
preparation of sermons for Peace Sunday, the 20th 
inst. Send a few stamps to pay postage. 



CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE STATE DEPARTMENT. 

Boston, Nov. 23, 1896. 
Hon. Richard Olney, Secretary of State. 

Dear Sir — The Board of Directors of the American 
Peace Society at their regular meeting today instructed us 
to convey to you an expression of their profound gratifica- 
tion that an agreement has at last been reached by which 
the entire question of the Venezuela and British Guiana 
boundary is to be referred to peaceful, impartial, judicial 
arbitration. The Board feels that this grand consumma- 
tion is due in large measure to the signal ability, the clear 
insight and the patient firmness with which since January 
last you as Secretary of State have conducted the diplo- 
matic correspondence regarding the subject, in which you 
have so fully represented and clearly interpreted the 
earnest wish of the great body of the American people. 

The Board, further, ventures to express the hope that 
the negotiations for a permanent treaty, providing for 
judicial arbitration, between the United .States and Great 
Britain, which have already made such hopeful progress, 
may be pushed to a like happy consummation before the 
close of the present administration. The Venezuela 
agreement has, it seems to us, removed the last remain- 
ing objection to such a treaty and left the minds of the 
people in a most excellent mood to receive it. Our ob- 
servation leads us to believe that the conclusion of such 
a treaty is not only demanded by the intelligent citizen- 
ship of both nations, but that it will be enthusiastically 
welcomed as a most fitting expression of the conviction 
of the whole English-speaking people that their highest 
welfare, both material and moral, demands that their re- 
lations be put upon a basis to assure permanent peace. 

We beg you to accept our sincere respect. 

Robert Treat Paine, President. 
Benjamin F. Trueblood, Secretary. 



Department of State, ) 
Washington, Nov. 27, 1896. / 
Messrs. Robert Treat Paine, President, 
Benjamin F. Trueblood, Secretary, 
The American Peace Society, 3 Somerset St., Boston, 
Mass. 
Gentlemen : 

I have the honor to acknowledge your note of the 23d 
instant, and to express my appreciation of the compli- 
mentary terms in which you speak of the settlement of 
the Venezuela and British Guiana boundary question. 
Very truly yours, Richard Olney. 



Subscribe for the Advocate of Peace. 



MILITARY MEN AND WAR. 

Considerable surprise was expressed at the time of the 
Peace meetings recently held at Buda-Pesth that General 
Tiirr, who has been all his life a military man, should now 
be in the ranks of peace men and chosen as president of a 
peace congress. Because of this expression, he published 
in the "Oriental and Hungarian Review" for the 4th of 
October, the following extremely valuable article set- 
ting forth his reasons for the course which he has taken : 

" I have passed the fiftieth anniversary of my entrance 
upon the military career. I was enrolled in 1842, and 
during this period of more than half a century I have 
taken part in many campaigns and a long series of battles. 
I have seen many nations engaged in war, I have seen 
the horrors and massacres of battle-fields in all their 



